A SURVEY OF THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
An ancient love for freedom is cherished by the people
of India. This is true even today. It was true in the past.
The saga of freedom movement dates back to the ancient
days. In 1757 the people of Bengal rallied under their leaders
and fought an unsuccessful battle. This struggle was renewed
in 1857 under the leadership of Bahadur Snah. Thereafter
began a period of standstill in Indian policies which lasted
up to 1385, when the Congress came into being From 1885
onwards were fought a series of long battles which lasted up
to 1920, when tne Indian people rallied round Mahatma
Gandhi. This was repeated in 1910. In 1935 the Govern-
ment of India Act was passed outlining the future scheme
of reforms. The Indian people showed their capacity for
working the reforms in 1937- The Congress ministries func-
tioned in eight provinces from 1937 to 1939. The popular
ministries were forced to resign because the country's previous
assent to participate in war was not taken. The Working
Committee of the Congress by its resolution in 1939 voiced
strong condemnation of the British attitude. It called upon
the British Government to declare in unequivocal terms what
their attitude towards democracy was. The British representa-
tives declared that it was a people's war, and *4 anti-fascist
war " and a war against Hitlerism, but their declarations did
not prove true. The Indian people had no doubt that this
imperialist war would bring them suffering. The Congress
made it clear that untold sufferings would follow the wan It
did not wish to defend the British imperialism- It did not
wish to defend the Nazi policy. It was desired that a National
Government should be constituted at the centres and there-
after India could fully participate in the war. India in bond-
age was a symbol of the British imperialism? and the taint of
imperialism would affect the fortunes of all nations. The
glow of freedom could relieve the energy and enthusiasm of
the millions of Indian people. It could change the very